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Secret CIA Sessions 


With Congress UnitsHit 


a 
Py the Assectaled Press 2 2 E 

The agents from the Gentral 
Intelligence Agency take — 
places outside the door in al 
lebby of Congress. | 

Their director slips in, A few | 
af tis aldes follow, Then come; 
fn handful of Conaress members 
and a single cammiltce staff 
man to help then. 

But no one else goes by. 

The director, John MeCone, 
bricfs the Congress members 
on CIA aclivitics. He and his 
aides then ficld questions for 
two, perhaps three hours. No 
one keeps a recard. 

The session ends, and the 
Congress members huryy back 
to their offices, their new 
knowledge locked do them- 
selves. 
This procedure, repented 
perhaps twa dozen Limes a year, 
is the one through which Con- 
gress keeps {Ls eve on bhe vast, 
varied and seerct operalions af 
the CIA. 

Representative Lindsay. Re- 
publican of New York, who is 
not a participant In any of 
these sessions, is not satisfied 
with them. “We are working in 
the dark.” he says, “er at least} 
in the seml-twilleht.” 

Mr. Lindsay and some col- | 
Jeagues have p roposed that 
Coneress creat a jolnt Senate- 
House coimmitice, with a full 
staff, Lo supervise closely the}. 
activities of the CIA. y 


But other memobcrs of Con- iy, 


gress, especially those who at- 
tend the scessions, say the su- 
pervision is adequate. And they 
add that the CIA ts far too sc~ 
ereb and sensitive an operation 
to have Congress constantly 
peering over its shoulder. \ 

What is the present supervi- 
sion like? Does. Congress look | 
Jong and hard enough? How | 
many hours? Who docs the jot? 

Some aspects of Government 
surveillance are almost as! 


hush-hush as CIA operations, | 


but here is the partlal picture 


piceed together from conercs- : 


slonnal sources: 


their’ 


Three congressional subecome 4; 
mittees have jurisdiction over) 


either the operations or appror, 
priations of the CIA. a 
a six-man 


ugypbers of Ihe Armec ervices 
“apd Appropriations Com Mt. | 
tees, The Louse haa two ‘sub- 
cominiltees, one made up of 10: 
members of Lie Armed Services 
Committee, the other of ani 
unknown munher of members | 
of the Appropriations Comimit- | 
tee. 

The House Armed Services| 
subcommittee on the CIA fs. 
headed by Representative Vin-j 
son, Deniocrat of Grcorgia, and 
includes Representatives L, | 
Mendel Rivers, Democrat ofj 
Soulh Carolina: Tiebert, Dem- 
oerat of Loutsiana, Price, Dein- 
ocral of Jllinots; Charles E. 
Fennett, Democrat of Florida; 
Lfuddieston, Democrat of Ala-| 
bama; Arends, Kepublican of; 
Jinois; Bray, Republican of] 
Indiana: Bob Wilson, Republi- 
ean of California; and Osmers,| 
Republican of New Jersey. 

Representative Norblad, Re- 
publican of Oregon, who was a 
member of this subcommittec | 
several years ago, recently told 
the House “we met annually— 
one time.a year, for a period of 
2 hours in which we accom- 
plished virtually nothing.” 

But a present miember of the 


i 


subcommitlee, who would not, 
allow his name lo be used, said | 


the group nuw mects ab least 
one a mnonth with Mr. McCone 
and has "Frank, open, and 
wide diseusslons” lasting as 
Jong as 2 hours. 


Uo. 8 4 ig. Pie gucommitiec 


lorcraphi or 
not touch on specific appro- 
printions for the CIA, 

This Is Ieft in the hands of 
the Appropriations subcommit- 
tee, which hides the CIA ap- 
propriation --- believed to be 
more than a half-billion dol- 
lars a year—among the appro-, 
‘priations of various other 
agencies so neither the rest of 
Congress nor the publie can 
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Eiopt at these sessions, which do’ 


much money: 


fnoela ih cll 
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., Won't Reveal Names 


| The House Appropriations 
‘Committee refuses to reveal 
“which of its members hclong to 
| tlie CIA subcommittce and how 
“many times they mect a yer. 
| But ibis a safe guess that it 
meets with Mr. McCone about 
the same number of thnes as 
the subcommittee of the Armed 
Servies Committee and that its 
membership includes at least 
Representative Cannon, Demo- 
crat of Montana, chairman of 
the full committec, and Rep- 
representatives Mahon, Demo- 
erat of Texas, and Ford, Re- 
publican of Michigan, | 
The members of the Senates ' 
‘CIA subcommittce are Senators 
Russell, Democrat of Georgia; ' 
Harry F. Byrd, Democrat of! 
Virginia; Stennis, Democrat of! 
Mississippi; Saltonstall, Repub- ! 
lican of Massachusetts: Hay- | 
iden, Democrat of Arizona, aa 


‘Milton R. Young, Republican 
of North Dakota. |. -2.3=-: 
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The least numbér 
they have  Wéh 
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Mf Weone and John Richard- | 
1 


son, the former head of CIA 
operations in Viet Nam. 
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